
Gestalt Theory



How can you be a 
design student

When you don’t know 
what Gestalt theory is?



Gestalt Theory - The Gestalt Principles
A psychological term referring to theories of visual perception that were 
developed by German psychologists.

The theories attempt to describe how people tend to organize visual elements 
into groups (“unified wholes”) 

- Similarity
- Continuation
- Simplicity
- Closure
- Proximity
- Figure and Ground



Similarity

Having a resemblance in appearance 
without being identical

- Shape
- Colour
- Size
- Texture 
- Value



Anamoly

The emphasis of an object made 
possible because of similarity





Continuation

The principle through which the eye is drawn 
along a path, line, or curve -- the eye is 
compelled to move from one element to the 
next.





What do you see



Why do we not see this instead?



What do you see



Did you see this instead?



Simplicity - In shapes



Closure

Occurs when a space is not completely 
enclosed. Our eyes perceived these spaces 
as closed





Proximity

objects or shapes that are close to one another appear to form groups
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Proximity is used to 
suggest a group of people, 
however at a closer look

Anamoly is used to 
separate a single person 
from the crowd. Based on 
the use of contrasting 
colour

Proximity is then further 
used to show  a clear 
distinction between a 
group of innocents and a 
group of soldiers. 

More than 1 gestalt theory

Interplay of gestalt 
theories. 



WHAT DO YOU SEE?



Figure &  Ground 
Viewers will perceive an object 
(figure) and a surface (ground) 
even in shapes that are 
grouped together. 



Human condition

Call of Peaks

A closer look 
at the use of 
figure and 
ground.

The illusion 
of time and 
space, 
perception on 
how we see. 



To Summarise...
What are the 6 principles of Gestalt theory that we’ve learned today? 



Gestalt Theory - A Summary
A theory on visual perception

Its principles attempt to describe how people tend to organize visual elements 
into groups (“unified wholes”) 

- Similarity
- Continuation
- Simplicity
- Closure
- Proximity
- Figure and Ground



QUIZ TIME
Can you guess what Gestalt principles are applied in these photos?

(Clue: some have more than 1 principle)



Simplicity, closure, 
continuation, similarity, 

proximity

Similarity, closure, proximity



Similarity, closure, proximity, figure and ground



Similarity, proximity Similarity, proximity, closure



And remember kids, 



References:

https://www.slideshare.net/luisaepv/the-gestalt-laws-of-perception

http://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design/gestalt-theory-10134960

http://graphicdesign.spokanefalls.edu/tutorials/process/gestaltprinciples/gestaltprinc.htm

http://www.howtochoosealaptop.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/meme-roll-safe.jpg 

https://imgflip.com/memegenerator 

http://junliudesign.blogspot.sg/2015/08/mc-escher-illustrations.html

https://seeingisbelievingbabbitt.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/simplicity.jpg?w=384&h=3

 

https://www.slideshare.net/luisaepv/the-gestalt-laws-of-perception
http://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design/gestalt-theory-10134960
http://graphicdesign.spokanefalls.edu/tutorials/process/gestaltprinciples/gestaltprinc.htm
http://www.howtochoosealaptop.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/meme-roll-safe.jpg
https://imgflip.com/memegenerator
http://junliudesign.blogspot.sg/2015/08/mc-escher-illustrations.html
https://seeingisbelievingbabbitt.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/simplicity.jpg?w=384&h=3


Images used:

https://seeingisbelievingbabbitt.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/simplicity.jpg?w=384&h=358 

https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2014/03/design-principles-visual-perception-and-the-principles-of-gestalt/ 

http://junliudesign.blogspot.sg/2015/08/mc-escher-illustrations.html

https://www.wwf.org.uk/

http://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design/gestalt-theory-10134960

http://graphicdesign.spokanefalls.edu/tutorials/process/gestaltprinciples/gestaltprinc.htm

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/33/5c/7a/335c7a9f7a48f52c66975e9f00ed7a30.jpg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Hard_Day%27s_Night_(album)

http://www.immaginare.com.br/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/gestalt-proximidade-01-717x1024-1.jpg 

https://seeingisbelievingbabbitt.files.wordpress.com/2015/11/simplicity.jpg?w=384&h=358
https://www.smashingmagazine.com/2014/03/design-principles-visual-perception-and-the-principles-of-gestalt/
http://junliudesign.blogspot.sg/2015/08/mc-escher-illustrations.html
https://www.wwf.org.uk/
http://www.creativebloq.com/graphic-design/gestalt-theory-10134960
http://graphicdesign.spokanefalls.edu/tutorials/process/gestaltprinciples/gestaltprinc.htm
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/33/5c/7a/335c7a9f7a48f52c66975e9f00ed7a30.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Hard_Day%27s_Night_(album)
http://www.immaginare.com.br/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/gestalt-proximidade-01-717x1024-1.jpg


Images used:

https://digitalsynopsis.com/inspiration/perfectly-timed-photos-taken-at-the-right-moment/

https://bshevory.wordpress.com/2015/02/15/examples-of-gestalt-principles-proximity-similarity-continuity-and-closure/

http://quentingrpahic.blogspot.sg/2014/02/gestalt-design.html

https://mashfordp8.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/the-gestalt-principles/

http://kisbyto.blogspot.sg/2013/01/pictures-taken-at-right-angle.html

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/d6/9a/5a/d69a5a7b8bef0e1868de20181d00ab65.jpg 

http://www.anopticalillusion.com/2013/11/who-is-holding-who/

http://the18.com/soccer-news/15-hilarious-shocking-and-perfectly-timed-soccer-photos

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/63/f9/99/63f999542dc036e83b18ea7808164563.jpg

https://digitalsynopsis.com/inspiration/perfectly-timed-photos-taken-at-the-right-moment/
https://bshevory.wordpress.com/2015/02/15/examples-of-gestalt-principles-proximity-similarity-continuity-and-closure/
http://quentingrpahic.blogspot.sg/2014/02/gestalt-design.html
https://mashfordp8.wordpress.com/2014/03/11/the-gestalt-principles/
http://kisbyto.blogspot.sg/2013/01/pictures-taken-at-right-angle.html
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/d6/9a/5a/d69a5a7b8bef0e1868de20181d00ab65.jpg
http://www.anopticalillusion.com/2013/11/who-is-holding-who/
http://the18.com/soccer-news/15-hilarious-shocking-and-perfectly-timed-soccer-photos
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/63/f9/99/63f999542dc036e83b18ea7808164563.jpg


Images used:

https://thebeautifulmindwithdw.wordpress.com/the-unit-title-s1q1/

http://gigazine.net/news/20170502-spinning-cross-background-color/

http://www.nikkiarnell.net/design-blog/gestalt-principle-of-closure

https://cmm312fall2015.wordpress.com/page/23/

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/82/00/3f/82003f0b1a9eaaa5b5fde95a89a531a8.jpg 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/cb/37/b8/cb37b849b464d520287d018e91d70591.jpg 

https://cdn.thinglink.me/api/image/693475333671747586/1240/10/scaletowidth 

http://totallyhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-human-condition-magritte.jpg 

http://www.cuded.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Call-of-peaks.jpg 

https://i2.wp.com/onecore.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/keyboard-test-cases.png 

https://thebeautifulmindwithdw.wordpress.com/the-unit-title-s1q1/
http://gigazine.net/news/20170502-spinning-cross-background-color/
http://www.nikkiarnell.net/design-blog/gestalt-principle-of-closure
https://cmm312fall2015.wordpress.com/page/23/
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/82/00/3f/82003f0b1a9eaaa5b5fde95a89a531a8.jpg
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/cb/37/b8/cb37b849b464d520287d018e91d70591.jpg
https://cdn.thinglink.me/api/image/693475333671747586/1240/10/scaletowidth
http://totallyhistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/01/The-human-condition-magritte.jpg
http://www.cuded.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/02/Call-of-peaks.jpg
https://i2.wp.com/onecore.net/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/keyboard-test-cases.png


Images used:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Apple-Wireless-Keyboard-German.png 

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/ec/65/7a/ec657a24487fa12e8306711f9fb4b307.jpg 

https://99designs-blog.imgix.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/IBM.png?auto=format&q=60&fit=max&w=930 

https://i.pinimg.com/736x/a4/05/4e/a4054e8fee2260b07bb08b6174950050--famous-logos-windows-xp.jpg 

http://www.anopticalillusion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/640px-Kölner_Zoo_logo.svg_-600x368.png 

https://logopond.com/logos/d99ccda4fd829f5a8f1d8f174f7a2178.png 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Apple-Wireless-Keyboard-German.png
https://i.pinimg.com/originals/ec/65/7a/ec657a24487fa12e8306711f9fb4b307.jpg
https://99designs-blog.imgix.net/blog/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/IBM.png?auto=format&q=60&fit=max&w=930
https://i.pinimg.com/736x/a4/05/4e/a4054e8fee2260b07bb08b6174950050--famous-logos-windows-xp.jpg
http://www.anopticalillusion.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/640px-K%C3%B6lner_Zoo_logo.svg_-600x368.png
https://logopond.com/logos/d99ccda4fd829f5a8f1d8f174f7a2178.png

