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CONCEPT

Community within Toa Payoh

MESSAGE

Wanting to focus on the nostalgia that Toa Payoh evokes, despite

the newer developments that this neighbourhood faces
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DRAFTS (e1as

Toa Payoh is one of the first few
satellite towns to be built in
Singapore. Meaning ‘Big Swamp’, it
was an area that had many swamps,
which changed to kampung
communities and later modern HDB
housings. Today, Toa Payoh is a
flourishing neighbourhood that has
many ammenities, while still being
able to retain a strong sense of
nostalgia.
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ISSUES

* The style of the draft | wanted was very different fromthe style

of my cover page.

* | wanted an abstract tearing style in my spreads, yet | still liked
the overall geometric theme that | took for the whole zine

project.

 Thus| made some improvements by incorporating the tears

withinthe geometrical boundaries of eachimage



Toa Payoh is one of
the first few
satellite towns to
be built in
Singapore.
Meaning ‘Big
Swamp’, it was an
area that had many
swamps, which
changed to
kampung
communities and
later modern HDB
housingvs. Today,
Toa Payoh is a
flourishing
neighbourhood
that has many
ammenities, while
still being able to
retain a strong
sense of nostalgia.
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| wanted tofocus
on the aspects of
Toa Payoh central
through
introducing the
starting area of

Toa Payoh central.

Since | livedin
Serangoon, |
wouldtake the
bus 105 (image
below) toToa
Payoh and the
first piece of
architecture|
would seeis the
SeuTeck Sean
Tong Temple
(picture above).

Onpage 3, |
showed howthe
older generation
interacted within
Toa Payoh central.
The picture below
shows elderly
sitting at the bus
interchange and
chattingtoeach
other.Thisisa
commonsight in
Toa Payoh central.
And the picture at
the top shows an
old lady buying
dimsumat Tiong
bahru Pau, which
is one of the first
fewdimsum
shopsthat | have
ever eaten from.
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The center spread
focusesonthe
smallestitems
that strike a
nostalgic emotion
withinmeinToa
Payoh. These
itemsare the
different types of
hardware and
toolsusedina
household. These
3images were
takenat Toa
Payoh Vista
Market, a wet
market that | used
tovisit with my
parents every
weekend when |
was young.
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It shows how Toa Payohis really a time capsule, allowing me torelive my child-like emotions when | revisit.

Having seen these
shopsasakid, |
amalways
fascinated by the
variety of tools
that they offered,
and even now
when | revisit this
market, these
stallsare still
open for business,
and the nostalgia
strikeswhen |
think that these
items are not
really used by
households now,
with technological
advancements,
and yet they are
still here with all
the same items.
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The last spread
focusesonthe
living area near
my old house,
which was block
60 at Toa payoh
Lorong 4. Being a
very old estate,
the architecturein
Toa Payohis very
old, and some
partsofit are
extremely unique,
suchasthe
picture at the
bottomof a void
deckwitha
triangular roof. To
enhance the
“oldness’, many
older people still
live there, and |
managed to
capture their
casual routine and
howthey interact
with each other.
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| also chose to
focuson
architecture
because these
flats have been
here sincel
startedliving in
Toa Payoh, and no
matter how much
they have been
repainted to
change itsimage,
the architecture
style of it still
remains the same,
which makes me
feel like | have not
left at all. | also
added a poemat
theside to
describe my
bittersweet
feelings of
nostalgia when|
always goback to
these areas within
Toa Payoh.



STYLE

| have decided to use a photo collage style for my zine, with tears
at certain parts of the image to highlight different motifs of Toa
Payoh, including its older community. It adds to the overall style of
having a collage that is organic within geometric borders, and

creating the effect of tearing a sticker out and then pasting it back.



COLOURSCHEME

| chose these colours fromthe more nostalgic pieces of architecture of Toa Payoh (HDB

flats and the roofs of the shophouses along the walkways of Toa Payoh Mall)



STICKERS

| made stickers of
householdtoolsand
icons of Toa Payoh as
Toa Payoh as a whole
isavery pleasant and
old place, with many
prominent landmarks,
thus making theminto
cuteillustrative
stickers would be
effective in lettingmy
audience be more
curious about Toa
Payoh. In addition, the
stickers can be stuck
ontothezinetoadda
child-like fun side toit.
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THANK YOU



