
Ahead of the band’s “Share the Code. Hit the 
Road” concert event hosted in partnership 
with Enterprise in Pioneertown, California 
on Friday night, frontman Ryan Tedder told 
PEOPLE that the plan is to release their fifth 
studio album — their first since 2016’s Oh 
My My album — by the end of Spring 2020.
“We wanted to have [the album] out before 
the end of the year, but if you don’t do 
something before Thanksgiving, there’s no 
shot between Thanksgiving and Christmas 
from any standpoint,” Tedder, 40, said. “Just 
because it’s Christmas time and it’s nuts 
to put an album out after Thanksgiving. 
Originally, we were like, ‘Let’s do it November.’ 
And then we realized that we were gone for 
three out of the next four weeks, and it was 
physically impossible to finish an album in 
the timeframe that we thought we needed it.”

OneRepublic fans can look 
forward to new music in the  
New Year.

PAPER

Guitarist Drew Brown added, “We also heard 
that Lizzo record, and we were like, ‘Let’s wait.” 
(Lizzo released her third studio album, Cuz I 
Love You, in April.) Though Tedder said the band 
plans to drop songs leading up to the album’s 
release, fans can expect a full record to come 
either next April or May.“We tour in the summer, 
so we do have an actual hard deadline,” 
he said. “I don’t want to get past Memorial 
Day without an album physically being out.”
“We have two years worth of songs just 
scattered on hard drives,” he continued. “So 
now it’s combing through those and finishing 
the best ones and making a coherent album 
out of the last two years.” In April 2017, Tedder 
opened up about why OneRepublic took a 
four-month hiatus, explaining in a post that he 
was “on the verge of a mental breakdown”.
“I looked at a calendar, realized I had been 

gone 200 days of 2016 and still had three 
more weeks of being gone… From my family, 
my wife, my kids, my friends, basically my life,” 
wrote Tedder, who has two sons with wife 
Genevieve: Copeland, 9, and Miles, 5. “I also 
realized that had been the last 10 years. At 
that moment I wanted to quit, and almost did.”
Since then, the band has released singles 
including “Wanted,” “Somebody to Love” and 
“Rescue Me.”  Tedder now explains, the change 
in wanting to release music with OneRepublic 
again came about at the end of last year. 
“We did an Asia tour, and, once again, had 
insane fun,” he said. “At the end of it, we were 
in Hong Kong.  I think it was October and I 
was like, ‘The end of the year is near – that’s  
almost two years since our last album. If we 
want an album by next year, we need to start 
thinking about this now.’ That kick-started it.
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From the team at BBC
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Comeback for the Humpbacks

Western South Atlantic 
humpback whale 

population 
has grown 
to 25,000,  

strong.

by Stuart Blackman

“A key population of humpback 
whales is in recovery after it 

was pushed close to extinction 
by centuries of exploitation    
according to a new study.”

Western South Atlantic humpbacks 
were reduced to a few hundred in the 
1950s, after once totaling a number 
of 27,000. But efforts to preserve the 
animal have been rewarded, with 
numbers now estimated to stand 
at 25,000 and 93% of their pre-
exploitation levels, a study published 
by the Royal Society reveals.One of 
the study's authors, Dr Alex Zerbini, 
said it demonstrated the successful 
impact of "conservation efforts.” “If 
you manage animal populations 
properly, animals can thrive!”

He told CNN. The wider humpback 
whale species was devastated by 
whaling between the late 1700s and 
the mid-1900s -- with estimates that 
300,000 of the animals were killed. 

International Whaling Commission 
(IWC), the global body overseeing the 
conservation of whales, recognizes 
seven types of humpbacks in the 
Southern Hemisphere. Alex Zerbini, a 
senior research biologist on marine 
mammals for 25 years, distinguished 
between two key periods in whaling. 
He defined them as “pre-modern” 
and “modern.” “Pre-modern” whaling 
was more rudimentary in nature, with 
hunters jumping in boats and chasing 
after whales with handheld harpoons. 
Whaling practices from the late 1800s

and early 1900s involved incredibly 
advanced practices & technology 
including steam-powered vessels and 
the use of highly explosive harpoons 
to chase & instantly kill whales.

Humpbacks are pretty vulnerable. 
The fact that they are slow-moving 
and tend to enjoy coastal waters 
makes them a prime target. They are 
also desirable to hunters because of 
their high amount of body fat, Zerbini 
said. The western South Atlantic 
humpbacks on which the study 
focuses migrate towards summer 
feeding grounds in the South Atlantic. 
They spend 4-5 months of the year 
breeding in warm waters and more 
tropical conditions and then move 
south to feed and devour krill.
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