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Chapter 1

The History of Joo Chiat



1800s 1900s

Known as Confederate 
Estate, coconut and 
cotton plantations

Chew Joo Chiat buys the 
land, Joo Chiat Road is 

named after him

Peranakan, Eurasian 
communities move 

into Joo Chiat

Demand for 
residential land 

break up plantations

Source: My Chew Joo Chiat Story



Chapter 2

Singapore’s Joo Chiat



1991 1993

Urban Redevelopment 
Authority (URA) gazettes 
518 buildings in Joo Chiat 

for conservation

Joo Chiat is designated a 
conservation area

2011

National Heritage Board (NHB) 
designates Joo Chiat as 

Singapore’s first Heritage Town



Source: Singapore Tourism Board



Qn: On a scale of 1 to 5, how familiar are you 
with the Peranakan heritage of this area?

100% of respondents answered
‘Sightseeing’ - although ‘Cultural Heritage’ 

was one of the options

Qn: What is your top reason for visiting 
Joo Chiat/Katong?

100% of respondents answered
1 - Completely unfamiliar OR

2 - Somewhat unfamiliar

Survey (On-site)



Chapter 3

Businesses in Joo Chiat



2004 Late 2000s

Stricter law enforcement 
to address concerns 

about the area’s security

Clean-up of Joo Chiat 
brings in a new wave of 

redevelopment



Source: Hotel Indigo Singapore

Source: TripAdvisor
Source: Rumah Bebe





Chapter 4

Our Joo Chiat



3.1%

Survey (Online)
Q: What is your age?

25%

56.2%

15.6%

<19 years old

20-29 years old

40-49 years old

50-59 years old



37%

Survey (Online)
Q: Why do you visit Joo Chiat/Katong?

70.4%

37%

18.5%

Dining

Entertainment

Shopping

Cultural Heritage

18.5% Pubs & Bars



11.1%

Survey (Online)
Q: What is your main reason for visiting Joo Chiat/Katong?

59.3%

7.4%

7.4%

Dining

Entertainment

Shopping

Cultural Heritage

7.4% Pubs & Bars



Survey (Online)
Q: What is your impression 
of Joo Chiat/Katong?



Survey (Online)
Q: Have you heard of/visited 
any of these places?

Peranakan Houses             87% Kim Choo Kueh Chang     65.2%

Rumah Bebe                     43.5% The Intan                            26.1%



Survey (Online)
Q: If so, how did you come to 
know of them?



Survey (Online)
Q: How familiar are you with the Peranakan heritage of this area?

1 2 3 4 5

Completely 
unfamiliar

Completely 
familiar

96.8% 3.1%



Survey (Online)
Q: Would the Peranakan heritage of Joo Chiat be the main reason for a visit?

1 2 3 4 5

Very 
unlikely

Very likely

71.9% 21.9% 6.2%



In Conclusion...



The End


