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OVER BLACK

BUTTON- MASHI NG SOUNDS. .. | RRI TATED CURSI NG and under neat h,
PERSI STENT KNOCKI NG ON THE DOOR. . .

| NT. ROOM - NI GHT

Cl ose on RAYMOND s il lum nated face (30s, unshaven) in a
dark room He’'s wearing a VR headset, deep in concentration
at a blaring source of light before him

The canmera pulls out slowy, revealing hollow noodl e cups,
enpty mneral water bottles, and used tissue scattered about
the room W see that he’s playing a conputer gane -- a
conpletely VIOLENT one fromthe sound of it -- with his
ganmepad in the tight grip of his button-mashi ng hands.

WOVAN S VO CE (O S.)
(knocki ng on door)
Boy ah! Open the door! Dinner is
ready.

Raynond doesn’t hear, he’'s too busy killing zonbies.

WOMAN' S VO CE (O S.)
(bangs door)
Open the door, oi! PLEASE. Al ex
brought his girlfriend!

Raynond cheers at the screen -- it’s the final showdown! He
keeps a firmgrip on the ganepad, violently mashes the
controls.

The doorknob rattles to the beat of his mashing. Keys
JANGLE.

The bedroom door flings open and a flood of |ight streans
into the man cave.

MARGARET LAl (late 40s), nenacing sil houette with a plate of
di nner in hand, stares angrily at her deadbeat son. She
regi sters the scene before her.

From t he back, Raynond’ s hands shake violently in a
jerking-off nmotion in time with grunts of frustration. Bl ood
and gore on the conputer screen.

Mar gar et SCREANS.

And it shocks Raynond out of his headset. He turns around,

just as ALEX (20s, sterling younger brother) and his new
beau, FELICI A, check out the commotion from behi nd MARGARET

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

M xed | ooks of disgust from Al ex and synpathy from Felici a.

ALEX
(to not her)
You sure he’s not adopted?

RAYMOND grabs his plate of food from Margaret, eyes briefly
nmeeting Felicia.

FELI CI A

(politely)
Hel | o.

Raynond nanages a snmall smle at Felicia before he closes
the door on them He returns to the conputer table.

ALEX (O S.)
(to Felicia)
Aaand that was ny brother. No job,
no girlfriend, no life.

MARGARET (O S.)
Enough, please... Be civil to your
br ot her.

ALEX (O S.)
He’s like this because you' re
al ways spoiling him Look who's the
| east civilized one here.

Raynond puts on his headphones and starts eating.
LATER
A fork returns to a nowenpty plate.
Soft knocking on his door diverts his attention.
FELI Cl A
Bye, Raynond. It was nice neeting
you.
A smal | parcel slides underneath into his room
FELI ClI A
Heard you |iked gam ng so...
brought this beta copy for you.
Hopefully you'll like it.

Raynmond waits till her footsteps fade. He hears Al ex bidding
goodbye to his nother.

Raynond i nches cl oser and picks up the parcel.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 3.

It’s a CD-GAME. In bright red letters, the title ' LOVE

VI RTUALLY' agai nst a cheesy romanti c background. He exam nes
the disk, sees the instructions... 'boost your
skills’...”DATING SIM’ and ’ 100% REALI TY! .

Raynond scoffs at the insult. Tosses the cd onto the bed.

MARGARET (O S.)
Must |l et nme know when you both are
getting married! Bye bye!

Door slams in the distance.

Raynond reconsiders. He grabs the gane and | oads the CD. He
wears his VR headset.

CUT TGO

EXT. PARK - DAY
VI RTUAL WORLD

A colourful park with romantic nmusic. There are couples in
the bg with player |1 Ds above their heads.

Rayrmond isn’t taking this disney-esque setting too well.

GAMEMASTER (O. S.)
New pl ayer identified.
Regi stering... Raynond Lai We Fuk.

Raynmond cringes at the nention of his nanme. He | ooks about
for the source of the voice.

GAMEMASTER (O. S.)
Calibrating ideal match..

Raynond sees a girl before him She smles. Before he can
sm | e back, she changes to another girl, then another, and
anot her. Junp cuts of different girls (and a guy) until
finally, it stops at a brunette with an open face.

GAMEMASTER (O . S.)
Mat ch found. Registering date match
for Raynond...
Loo Shi N ng.

As if on cue, Shi Ning grins at him Sticks out her hand.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

SHI NI NG
But sonetinmes people call ne
Shi ni ng Loo.

Raynmond’s |ip twitches to the side, but he catches hinself
and doesn’t | augh.

RAYMOND
Unh... 1’ m Raynond.

GAMEMASTER (O. S.)
Gane session will end when pl ayer
t eam achi eves coupl e status.

RAYMOND S POV

A |l ove neter appears unobtrusively before him just at the
side of his vision. Its |ove percentage is currently at O.
Raynmond notices a small dropdown nenu (' RECOVMENDATI ONS' ) at
the corner as well. He points in a gesture to tap it.

GAMEMASTER (O S.)
(i n background)
Love Virtually boasts an 80%
geographi cal replica of Singapore.
As it is only a beta version,
updat es and overseas dating sites
are not yet avail able.

The dropdown menu expands to show recommended date ideas
according to Shi Ning' s preferences: good food; novies;
pl ayground nost al gi a.

SHI NI NG
So where shall we go for our date?

BACK TO NORVAL PERSPECTI VE
Raynond | ooks back at Shi N ng. Thinks.
CUT TO

EXT. MONTAGE ( PARK)
TI TLE CARD:
DATE #1

Quick cuts in nonotony:

1. Raynond serves Shi N ng cup noodles at his hone.

2. Raynond and Shi Ning watching a novie in his room



3. Raynond and Shi N ng awkwardly sailing dowmn fromthe
slides at a playground (on separate sides). Shi N ng | ooks
bored as hell.

EXT. PARK - DAY

Both are resting at the bottom of the slide.

RAYMOND S POV

The | ove nmeter has barely noved. Only a 10% i ncrease.

RAYMOND
Huh?

Raynmond checks the dropdown nmenu. The recomrended dati ng
i deas have been striked out.

BACK TO NORVAL POV:

RAYMOND
(munbl i ng)
But | followed the wal kt hrough. .

SHI NI NG
What wal kt hr ough?

RAYMOND
Oh, no... nothing.

Anwkwar d sil ence.

RAYMOND
WIl you be ny girlfriend?

SHI NI NG

(1 ncredul ous)
What ? No!

RAYMOND
Why ?

SHI NI NG

| barely know anyt hi ng about you.
It’s too soon.

Raynond si ghs.

REALI TY I N RAYMOND S ROOM

Real -1ife Raynond noves to take off his headset.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 6.

GAMEMASTER (O S.)
War ni ng: Sudden abandonnent of
current game session nmay conprom se
hard di sk data on conputer.

Raynmond freezes.

RAYMOND
what the--

BACK TO VI RTUAL WORLD

RAYMOND
--fuck?
(to ganenaster)
Thi s gane sucks!

Raynond stands up. Shi Ning follows suit, a picture of
di sappoi nt nent .

SHI NI NG
You're giving up already?

RAYMOND
Un | just want to | eave the
gane. .

SHI NI NG
But you did not hi ng!

RAYMOND
Vell | didn't really want to play
anyway.

SHI NI NG

(sighs)

Ckay, fine. If you reeaally want
to | eave, at |east give ne a good
date. Ckay?

RAYMOND
Didn't we have one earlier?

SHI NI NG
(chortl es)
Are you serious? That was nowhere
cl ose to enjoyable.

RAYMOND

But that’'s cos you’ ve been very
hard to pl ease!

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 7.

SHI NI NG
Who’' d be pleased with such a
t hought| ess date! You barely spoke.
It was at your house. | can just do
t hese kind of things nyself, you
know. The whol e point of going on a
date is to get to know each ot her

RAYMOND
Ckay.. okay, | get it.
(scratches head)

Let ne try again.

EXT. MONTAGE ( PARK)

TI TLE CARD

DATE #2

1. Raynond and Shi Ning at a coffeeshop. He awkwardly orders
food froma stall. Both dig into spicy Ayam Penyek and
regret it instantly. They share a | augh at each other’s

f aces.

2. Raynond and Shi Ning cycling at the park. He al nost
collides into her. Shi N ng teaches himhow to ride.

3. Raynond and Shi Ning chilling at the beach. By now, they
have warmed up to each other

EXT. BEACH
Waves | apping gently over two pairs of feet.

RAYMOND
Are you enjoying yoursel f?

SHI NI NG
| aml It’s a nice date.
(pauses)
Are you enjoying yourself?

Raynond considers this question.
RAYMOND
(surprisingly happy)
... Yeah.

Si | ence.
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CONTI NUED: 8.

RAYMOND
Besides the toilet, | don’t think
|’ ve ever been out of nmy room

before. ..
(gestures to the beach)
Unl ess this counts.

SHI NI NG
It definitely counts!

They enjoy the lulling rmurnur of ocean tides.

SHI NI NG
Why don’t you | eave your roonf?

RAYMOND
... I"mnot so good with people.
Being in ny room | feel safe.

SHI NI NG
Yet here you are wth ne.

RAYMOND
Maybe it’'s because you aren’t real.
|’mnot too afraid to speak.

SHI NI NG
In this gane, | amas real as you
want nme to be.

Shi Ning | ooks at the waves gl oom |y.

SHI NI NG
Unli ke you, | would |ove to | eave
this "room. ..
(gestures to the space around

her)
| want to experience life as fully
as | can. Travel the world, neet
people... |like how!l amhere with
you today.

Raynond considers this.
RAYMOND
| could always conme and visit you.
Bri ng you around.

SHI NI NG
Real | y?
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CONTI NUED: 9.

RAYMOND
Real |y.
(shyly)
"1l try to get out of ny room
nmore... go to the places the gane

hasn’t added geographically yet.
Shi Ning smles, touched.

SHI NI NG
| would |love that. Tell me about
your adventures outside the rooni

They share a | augh.

SHI NI NG
(1 ooks skywards, addressing
GAVEMASTER)
| think he can go back now. | want
to be his girlfriend!

Raynmond’ s j aw drops.

SHI NI NG
You' I | conme back, right?

Speechl ess happy noddi ng.

RAYMOND
See you.

GAMEMASTER (O. S.)
Endgane. Session has cl osed.
Loggi ng out Raynond Lai We Fuk...

Raynond fades out. He' s gone.

GAMEMASTER (O. S.)
And cut!

Shi N ng rel axes, rubs her shoul ders and groans
exhaustingly.

GAMEMASTER (O S.)
Good work, Dr. Loo. Rehabilitation
rate seens high

SHI NI NG
If he returns for a few nore
sessions, he should be able to
function normally in society again.
"1l make sure he shines!
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CONTI NUED: 10.

GAMEMASTER (O S.)
Extrenely likely. I will relay the
good news to Margaret. It's a
wonderful recovery speed for her
son.

BLACK
END TI TLES:

LOVE VI RTUALLY (' VIRTUALLY' gets a strikethrough, is
repl aced wi th ' THERAPY' )



