Directing Draft 1



I NT. CLASSROOM - DAY

A classmate presents invites to her 21st birthday party in a
very flanboyant manner (Confetti and danci ng)

G RL (20, Type A personality, aspiring First Fenal e
President) |ooks on with envy; whips open her very organised
pl anner and pens down sonething furiously. W glinpse a
brightly outlined birth-date.

She strides out of the classroomw th determ nati on.

EXT. VWET MARKET - DAY

Grl strides past her FATHER (|l ate 40s, coarse yet
hunour ous, enjoys making scul ptures with fruits) working at
the fruit stall.

G RL
Pa! Sorry | can’t help you at work
today. Many things to do. Headi ng
home first.

Fat her hacks his knife into a large fruit.

EXT. VO D DECK - DAY
Top down shot of G RL carefully folding birthday invite.

Grl sits on the void deck floor with her |egs spraw ed and
neck craned over, surrounded by a hundred over obsessive
conmpul sively placed birthday invites. Crazed | ook on her
face, disheveled w th paint/marker snudges.

YOUNGER SI STER (6 years) | ooks on.

YOUNGER SI STER
Jie, what are you doi ng?

Younger Sister clutches barbie doll to her chest.
G RL
| " m preparing birthday invites for
my 21st. And I’msending invites to
our grassroot mnisters as well!

Grl speaks without lifting her head to | ook at Younger
Si ster.

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 2.

YOUNGER SI STER
Ww The mnister is really com ng?

G RL
O course they will! I'’msure they
remenber nme fromjunior grassroots
| eaders workshop... And... and when
| " m becone our first female
president, they' Il be so glad they
were even invited!

Younger Sister kneels down to pick up one of the cards. Grl
suddenl y whi ps her head up and screans.

G RL
Don't touch it! You' Il ruin it!
Everyt hing needs to be perfect.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Posters of mnisters/|eaders and quotes line the girl’s
wall. Her roomis very neat. Photos of her receiving
awards/certificates frommnisters are tacked at her desk

Stickers are also stuck at her desk; and they seemto

suggest that she designed her own political party |logo (also
present on her birthday invites).

| NT. LIVING ROOM - DAY
Living roomin a ness. Newspapers and cardboard scattered
across; the famly obviously preoccupied with some major
proj ect.
Grl rips a day off the cal endar and squeal s.
G RL

It’s only a week away! It needs to

be perfect! Faster everyone!
Mot her peels fruits.
Younger Sister cuts crepe paper.
Father is reclined on a rattan chair as BROTHER (16 years,
artistically inclined) seens to cover his face in plaster;
casting his father’s face to make a scul pture.

Junp cuts of days on cal endar being torn away until finally
Birth date.



I NT. FUNCTI ON ROOM - NI GHT

(Sl ow notion) Balloons part, revealing a lavishly clad room
Grl stands in the mddle of room and turns to face the
canera. She is all smles, dolled up in a white gown and

t hi ck make-up

She nmout hs "Thanks for com ng!", and ushers the camera
further into function room People around her clap and throw
confetti. A pinata hanging fromthe ceiling cones into
frame.

A bat swings into frame, hitting the pinata.

Bl ood and viscera pour out of the pinata. Blood splatters
onto the girl’s white gown and stains it.

She grabs her stained dress and screans.

EXT. VO D DECK - N GHT

(Match cut) Grl sits in the mddle of a long table. She
wears a party hat/tiara, and a forlorn expression.

FRIEND 1 and FRIEND 2 approach the girl gingerly. W only
see the lower half of the friends’ bodies as the canera’s
focus remains on the girl’s face, who is seated.

FRI END 1

W' re going to |l eave first okay?
FRI END 2

Thanks for... inviting us

Friend 1 and Friend 2 exit the void deck.

FRI END 2
(i n hushed tones)

Ong worst birthday party ever..

Lighting in the void deck is dimand dull; starkly different
fromthe girl’s imagi ned setting prior to this.

Mul ticol oured disco lights rotate slowy in the background
and |ight up her nelancholic face. The table is | oaded wth
hal f eaten di shes, and sparsely surrounded by people. The
guests are scattered, disengaged, or talking anongst

t hensel ves. Elderly folk sit in background. A projector
screens a photo nontage of the girl in the

background. Balloons arching over a photobooth burst in
background, and peopl e exclaim

( CONTI NUED)



CONTI NUED: 4.

MOTHER
Pa! Told you al ready, don’t chop
t he durians near the ball oons!

Mot her rushes over to sal vage the photobooth; father is
choppi ng open durians at the corner of the void deck with
Little Sister.

Brot her narvels at the decorations he made for the party;
showing it off to his friends. Anbngst themis a paper

scul pture of a mnister that the girl admres, holding up a
sign that reads "Happy 21st".

Grl fiddles with a fork. An enbarassi ng baby photo of her
is framed on the table; she slanms it down.

She gets up and stunbl es across the space. She | eans agai nst
a wal | ; seeking refuge away fromthe dying crowd. The
projector flashes scenes of her life across her face. A

gri mace spreads across her face; she sobs.

It’s my party (and 1’1l cry if I want to) plays in the
backgr ound.

MOTHER (O S.)
|’msorry we couldn’t get the
function room.. you know it’'s too
expensi ve. .

G RL
He never cane. The m ni ster never
cane. And it’'s all a ness.

Mot her | eans on the opposite side of the pillar/wall.

MOTHER
But your famly came, and we | ove
you very nmuch. | hope you can know
t hat .

In the distance, little glowing dots grow | arger and | arger.

The light flashing fromthe projector brightens; Happy
Bi rt hday song cued and words 'Happy Birthday to you project
across the girl’'s face.

Fat her, Brother and Sister energe fromthe carpark,
approachi ng the void deck; cake in hand and singing. Father,
dressed up as a mnister. Brother holding cake, sister with
sash that reads: Ms President). The trio end wth a dance
and formation, presenting her with the sash.

Grl can't help but break into a | augh; her scow
di sappears.



Cake is placed down on the table; girl joins in and dances
with her entire famly. The cake has a barbie doll in the
centre of it (the little sisters’ barbie), and wears a

bl azer and m ni sash that also reads: Qur President.



