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Jack’s Short Film 

“Promise” 

 

Treatment 

Ah Mei has been looking forward to the Hungry Ghost Festival. However, unlike other traditional and religious 

Chinese Taoist, she plans to not participate in the usual rituals of the festival for that particular year. Her neighbours 

would burn incense on her behalf and perform the rituals for her, to which she scolds them and tells them to cease 

at once. Her lack of religious piety towards the deceased ancestors caused many of her friends to distance 

themselves from her as they were afraid of the ghosts cursing them due to Ah Mei’s insolence. Every night, in the 

quiet darkness of Ah Mei’s small apartment, she would sit at the dining table and wait, chanting “come back” by 

herself. Her friends find her *behaviour peculiar and thought that she has been possessed by the evil spirits due 

to her lack of respect for the dead. On the last day of the festival, her neighbour invites a Taoist monk to her home 

to ward off the spirits and lead them back to hell. Ah Mei does as per her usual routine but this time, someone, a 

man in a black coat appears in her home. She embraces him and begins to slow waltz, with a traditional Chinese 

love song playing in the background. Flashback of Ah Mei and man enjoying life together and then at his death 

bed, his last words were, “I will never leave you. I promise”. This song competes with the chants of the Taoist 

monk. The man disappears and Ah Mei falls to the ground, wails and weeps, scaring the neighbour and the monk, 

who chants even lounder. The next morning, Ah Mei prepares food and fruits, and places them on the alter with 
the man’s face in a wooden frame. She pays her respect and continues with her chores. 

 

Superstitions during Hungry Ghost Festival: *Ah Mei’s peculiar behaviour can be as follows 

Clipping toe-nails or finger-nails at night would bring ghosts to that place. 

Opened umbrella indoors at night 

Whistling at night 

Hanging wet clothes late at night. It is believed that wandering ghosts will 'try on' the clothes and after that, be 
brought into the house along with the clothes. 

Leaving the main door to a home or any other premise open, especially at night, this invites negative energy or 
unwanted spirits into the premises 

Talking to self 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English and Hanyu Pinyin Lyrics of The Moon Represents My Heart 

English Translation 

You ask me how deep my love for you is, 

How much I really love you… 
My affection is real. 
My love is real. 
The moon represents my heart. 

You ask me how deep my love for you is, 
How much I really love you… 
My affection does not waver, 
My love will not change. 

The moon represents my heart. 

* Just one soft kiss 
is enough to move my heart. 
A period of time when our affection was deep, 

Has made me miss you until now. 

* You ask me how deep my love for you is, 
How much I really love you. 

* ** Go think about it. 

Go and have a look [at the moon], 
The moon represents my heart. 

Hanyu Pinyin 

ni wen wo ai ni you duo shen 

wo ai ni you ji fen 
wo de qing ye zhen 
wo de ai ye zhen 
yue liang dai biao wo de xin 

ni wen wo ai ni you duo shen 

wo ai ni you ji fen 
wo de qing bu yi 
wo de ai bu bian 
yue liang dai biao wo de xin 

* qing qing de yi ge wen 
yi jin da dong wo de xin 
shen shen de yi duan qing 
jiao wo si nian dao ru jin 

* ni wen wo ai ni you duo shen 
wo ai ni you ji fen 

* ** ni qu xiang yi xiang 
ni qu kan yi kan 

yue liang dai biao wo de xin 

月亮代表我的心 The Moon Represents My Heart (Singapore String Quartet): 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEs92cqOLBo  
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qEs92cqOLBo

